that the question of the workers' revolutionary consciousness was seen as arising from its class position, and it also pointed to the risk of the formation of an intellectual social stratum disconnected from the class. This was a theme already present, though in different form, in Sorel, Luxemburg and the late Lenin.
Gramsci insisted that the party should be seen as ' "part" of the working class' , that it should seek 'to raise the political level of the masses' , and also that 'the organisers of the working class must be the workers themselves' . From this position came his emphasis on the political unification of the working class and on its organisation in the workplace. In Gramsci's critique, the theoretical position of the 'extreme left' was wrong to see the party as an ' "organ" of the working class' , because in placing the elements of which the party was comprised all on the same level, regardless of their social origin, it was 'not concerned to safeguard the proletarian character of the Party' , and thus put the intellectuals in a special position, as 'the most politically and socially advanced elements ' .4 Besides seeking the unification of the working class, the communists should also unite every anti-capitalist class, because
In no country is the proletariat capable of winning power and keeping it with its own forces alone. It must therefore obtain allies: in other words, it must follow a policy that will enable it to place itself at the head of the other classes who have anti-capitalist interests, and guide them in the struggle to overthrow bourgeois society. The question is of particular importance for Italy, where the proletariat is a minority of the working population and geographically distributed in such a manner, that it cannot presume to lead a victorious struggle for power unless it has previously resolved very precisely the problem of its relations with the peasant class.5
Even though Gramsci did not explicitly refer to the political formula of the united front, at that point his understanding of the question was very clear. He wished to unite the working class under the leadership of the communist party, ensuring its autonomy and its antagonistic position. For that, it would be necessary 'to disintegrate the Opposition, socially and thus politically, in order to deprive it of the base it had among the masses' . This would also be achieved
